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Bedouin, though one of them, the man who carries the
mails to Tor, is the best-looking man I have seen in the
desert. If ever a hero was lost to the films, he is the man who
spends his life crossing the mountains on foot from Sinai to
Tor twice a month.

The monastery is ruled by the Sinai Assembly, composed
of the non-resident Archbishop and four archimandrites, all
resident monks. There are generally from thirty to forty
monks in residence, some of whom hope to end their days there;
others spend five yeais or so and leave for other monasteries.
There is a mill where corn is ground, a wheelwright's shop,
like a dungeon in the Tower of London, and a vaulted bakery
in whose windowless gloom stands a stalwart monk with a
white apron tied round him, mixing the bread and despatch-
ing the loaves 10 the cavernous ovens. Shut in by granite
walls is a pathetic little garden in which I was surprised to
see a few rose trees.

" We grow flowers for Christmas," said Brother Gabriel;
and, searching about this heroic patch of earth, I came on
snapdragons, narcissi, and iris.

I asked Brother Gabriel to show me his cell. We ascended
several steps to a group of wooden buildings rather like
almshouses, built against the monastery wall. He pushed
open a door and led the way into a clean little room where
a few sacred pictures hung on the walls and a few Greek
books stood on a shelf; there was a bed and a chair. As cells
go, it was almost luxurious, and he said he was happy there.

Next to the church stands a whitewashed mosque whose
square minaret rises beside the bell-tower. The monk
told me that centuries ago a Turkish general was marching
to destroy the monastery, and the abbot and a deputa-
tion of monks went out to meet him and so aifected him by
their eloquence that he promised to save the monastery if he
could. Unfortunately, he said, the temper of his troops was
up and they were thirsting for Christian blood, and, though
he himself had no desire to harm the monks or their monastery,
it would be difficult to control them. " Go back quickly,"
he said, " and build a mosque beside your church inside the
walls, and when we come, say to us that in days gone by the
Prophet himself visited the monastery, and the ground is